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NEWSLETTER     JULY   -  AUGUST,    1975 
DIRECTOR 'S  VIEWS. . . 

Montanans  are  demonstrating  with  great  enthusiasm  their  interest  in 
aommemorating  the  Bicentennial. 

This  is  evidenced  by  the  news  from  the  American  Revolution  Bicentennial 
Administration  that  early  in  August  the  Treasure  State  led  the  nation  in  the 
number  of  Bicentennial  projects. 

Every  day  more  and  more  indications  of  the  active  involvement  of  people 
all  over  the  state  pour  into  the  Montana  Bicentennial  Administration  offices. 
In  late  August,   we  will  be  conducting  Educational  Workshops  over  the  state  at 
several  cities.     An  educational  booklet  is  now  available. 

We  are  proud  of  the  citizens  of  the  Big  Sky  Country  for  their  response 
to  the  challenges  of  the  Bicentennial. 

When  we  began  this  enviable  task  in  July  of  1973,  and  began  traveling 
over  the  state  to  tell  about  the  Bicentennial,  i^-  was  at  first  slow  going. 
It  wasn't  easy  urging  getting  into  the  Bicentennial  "act"  way  back  then  to 
arouse  enthusiasm  for  1976  seemed  so  far,    far  away. 

But  by  the  autumn  of  1975,    almost  all  of  the  counties  had  active 
committees  going,   and  their  organization  proceeded  apace  and  the  involvement 
grows  day  by  day. 

Thanksto   the  Legislature,    $200,000  in  state  funds  were  made  available 
to  augment  the  national  monies,   and  now  the  Bicentennial  has  given  nearly 
$300,000  in  matching  funds   throughout  the  state.      Over  one  hundred  projects 
have  been  assisted  to  date. 

Some  funds  are  still  available,    but  they  are  very   limited,   and  we  will 
be  having  to  be  extremely  discriminatory  hereafter,      lour  inquiries  and 
applications  are  welcome  for  consideration. 

The  Legislature  also  gave  $250,000  for  a  major  statewide  project,   and 
Governor  Judge  named  a  Statewide  Selection  Committee  to  receive  applications 
and  make  a  decision  by  October  1,    1975. 

The  Bicentennial  has  afforded  us  all  an  opportunity  to  work  together,    to 
study  our  heritage,    to  properly  celebrate  our  nation's  '^200th  birthday,    and 
to  plan  for  the  future  as  we  enter  into  our  Third  Century. 

This  newsletter  lists  only  a  few  highlights  of  the  nearly   2000  projects 
being  worked  on.      It's  sketchy,   admittedly,    but  a  full   list  will  appear  in 
our  'July,    1975   "Register  of  Activities" ,   which  is  now  at  the  printers. 

My  personal   thanks   to  all   of  you  for  your  unstinting  efforts.      Were   it 
not  for  you  and  the  hard-working  staff  of  the  Bicentennial,   Montana  would  not 
be  ranking  tops  in  the  United  States.      I  would  be  wasting  words  urging  you  to 
do  better — your  record  speaks  for  itself. 


Very  sincerely , 


HC^ 


Hal  G.    Stearns,    Director 
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EASTERN  COUNTIES: 

BIG  HORN  COUNTY  is  not  only  celebrating  the  nation's  Bicentennial,    hut  also 
oormemovating  the  Centennial  of  the  Battle  of  the  Little  Big  Eovn,    better'  known 
as   "Custer's  Last  Stand."     An  interesting  and  unique  Bicentennial  preservation 
■project  being  implemented  in  the  Wolf  Mountains  is  a  frog-raising  enterprise! 
Long  ago,   frog  ponds  had  been  made  from  spring  water.      The  ponds  and  buildings 
are  abandonded,   but  still  standing.      They  have  been  threatened  by  strip -mining , 
but   are  being  preserved  as  a  Heritage  project. 

CARBON  COUNTY,    the  home  of  cartoonist  Stan  Lynde,   will   host  the  annual  Rick  O'Shay 
Costume  Ball.      In  addition  to  this   "fun"  project,    the  Carbon  County  Historical 
Society  has  been  founded  as  a  Bicentennial  project.      Red  Lodge  was  the  site  of  the 
Festival  of  Nations.      Joliet's  Diamond  Jubilee  has  also  been  on  the  agenda  of 
Carbon  County,  Bicentennial  projects.      Bridger  will  oast  a  statue  of  Jim  Bridger, 
famous  Montanan,    and  place  it  in  their  new  Bicentennial  Park. 

An  outstanding  project  in  CARTER  COUNTY  is   the  blue  commemorative  glass  flask 
made  especially  for  them.      Only  a   limited  number  were  created,   making  this  a 
collector's  item  in  the  future.      Carter  County  is  also  one  of  the  first  in. the 
state  to  order   "Bicentennial  County"  signs  for  the  road   leading  into   the  county. 
These  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  activities  Carter  County   is  doing  for  the  Bi- 
centennial. 

CUSTER  COUNTY  has  put  their  resources  to  good  use  for   the  Bicentennial  era.      The 
Range  Riders  Association  har  published   "Grandma  's  Favorite  Recipes,  "  a  unique 
cookbook  including  early  ways  of  preserving  and  prepjaring  foods.      They  are  also 
constructing  an  annex  to  their  museum  and  a  rest  area  for  the  many   tourists  who 
visit  it.      The  Custer  County  Bicentennial  Committee  is  building  a  replica  of  the 
first  Post  Office  in  Miles  City.      The  original  equipment  will  be  installed  along 
with  1300  historical  books  as  a   lasting  memorial   to  their  heritage.      "Yellowstone 
Journey,  "  a  re-enactment   of  the  great  fur  boat   trips  down  the  Missouri  and 
Mis:jissippi  Rivers  is  planned. 

DANIELS  COUNTY  Bicentennial  Committee,    chaired  by  Bob  Southland  of  Whitetail,    is 
really  on  the  ball.      They  have  been  successful  in  getting  many  varied  organizations 
to  sponsor  Bicentennial  projects.      For  example,    the   "?bO"  Ridifig  Club  of  Flaxroille 
is  responsible  for  piping  water  to   the  ball  park,    rodeo  grounds,    and  cemetery.      The. 
Peerless  Community  Club  will  plant  trees,    enlarge,   and  renovate   their  present  ball 
park.      The  Pageant /Parade  Committee  of  Scobey  will  put  a   local,    state,   a?td  national 
history  presentation  in  parade  form.      These  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  projects 
going  on  in  Daniels  County. 

The  DAWSON  COUNTY  Bicentennial  Committee,    together  with  the  Montana  Stookgrowers 
Association,    lias  reprinted  the   1900  edition  of  the  MONTANA   STOOKGROWERS  DIRECTORY 
OF  MARKS  &  BRANDS.     As   this   is  an  exact  duplicate,   all  the  old  advertisements,   as 
well  as  the  old  typing  errors  still   exist  in  the  book.      This  has  been  a  very 
profitable  venture  for  the  Bicentennial  committee,   with  the  proceeds  being  channeled 
into  other  local  Bicentennial  projmts.      The  Glendive  Lions'  Cluh  arid  the  Carpenters' 
Local  Union  are  building  a    "Bicentennial  Lodge",    an  A-frame  building  near  Makoshika 
Park  to  be  used  by  youth  groups  and  others.      Construction  is  still  underway,    but  it 
will  be  completed  in  1976.      With  excellent  cooperation  from  all  the  media,    news- 
papers,  radio,   and  television,    Dawson  County  has  created  quite  an  aura  of    - 
Bicentennial  awareness . 

In  FALLON  COUNTY,    the  FFA  and  the  FHA  organizations  are  deeply  involved  in  the 
Bicentennial.      Together,    they  madw  a   large  wooden  Nomtana  Logo  to  be  displayed  in 
public  places  during  the  next  two  years.      Old  fashioned  arts,    crafts,   and  fashions 
are  a  vital  part  of  the  FHA  programs.      Baker  is  planning  an   "All  Class /All  Town" 
reunion  from  July  1-4,    1976.      If  you  ever  lived  there,   or  attended  school   there, 
please  make  plans  to  attend  the  reunion.      The  more  the  merrier! 

FERGUS  county's  Bicentennial  program  has  developed  with  amazing  speed.      Since 
the  committee's  first  meeting  on  March  31,    1975,    over  fifty  projects  have  been 
initiated.      The  projects.,  from  all   ihrer   thematic  areas,   range  from  research  to 
fashion  shows,    to  red,   white,   and  blue  parking  meters.      Congratulations,   Lewis- 
town  and  Fergus  County  for  such  a  rapid,   well-organized  job!     Keep  up  the  good 
work! ! 

GARFIELD  COUNTY  is  founding  a  museum  which  will  hopefully  be  opened  this  fall. 
The  Home  Demonstration  Club  has  been  discussing  the  idea  of  making  slides  of 
historical  places  in  Garfield  County   that  could  perhaps  be  excho,nged  with  other 


eounties.      What  a  wonderful  way  this  would  be  for  Montanan ' s  to  become  better 
acquainted  with  their  heritage  on  a  statewide  level.      For  further  information, 
oontact  the  MBA  in  Helena,    or:     Bonnie  Wilson,    Chairperson 

Garfield  County  Bicentennial 

Brusett^   Montana     59318 

GOLDEN  VALLEY  COUNTY,   with  933  residents,    has  compiled  a  32-page  historical 
pamphlet  on  Chief  Joseph.      These  are  on  sale  for  $1.00  each.      A   large,   detailed, 
fold-out  map  of  the  county  is  attached  to  the  back  cover.      In  June,    both  Lavina' 
and  Ryegate  had  all-school  reunions,   using  the  Bicentennial   theme.'    Window  dis- 
plays and  histories  of  the  older  buildings  were  put  up  for  the  celebrations .      Both 
schools  have  been  Bicentennial-conscious,   and  the  1975-76  school  year  shoud  be 
totally  involved  as  well.     A  momment  is  to  be  dedicated  soon,   commemorating   the 
Nez  Perce  Indians  crossing  of  the- Musselshell  River. 

The  main  Bicentennial  project  in  McCONE  COUNTY  is   the  restoration  of  a   typical 
rural  sohoolhouse.      The  schoolhouse  lias  been  moved  into  Circle,    where  it  will 
become  part  of  -the  museum.      The  Circle  Kiwanis  has  been  working  to  complete  a 
woAinx}  pool  in  Circle  this  summer.      They  have  also  been  restoring  a  plastic 
pipe  to'  water  the  cemetery   lawn.     July   19,    1975,   was  Brookway  Dairy  Day.      This 
rodeo-type  annual  affair  features  wild  cow  milking.      This  year  the  Bicentennial 
was  celebrated  with  special  guests  and  events. 

MUSSELSHELL  COUNTY  has  aimed  its  main  thrust  in  the  Heritage    '76  thematic  area. 
Histories  of  Roundup,   Melstone,    the  Valley,   and  early  settlers  are  being  compiled. 
Bicentennial  style  shows  and  teas  are  also  a  part  of  the  Musselshell  Bicentennial 
celebration.      The  Roundup  fifth  and  sixth  graders  of  1974-75  have  painted  a  Bi- 
centennial picture,    'Montana  1776",    which  will  be  hung  in  Fort  rroghan  Museum 
in  Burnett,    Texas.      This  was   the  only  school  so  honored  in  Monta.na..      Bicentennial 
style  shows  and  teas  are  also  a  part  of  the  Musselshell  Bicentennial   celebration. 

RMiK  COUNTY  is  exploring  the  possibilities  of  compiling  an  in-depth  history  of 
the  Livingston  area  as  a  Bicentennial  project.      Another  project  is   finding  a 
location  that  an  old  1914  Northern  Pacific  caboose  can  call  home.      Park  County 
has  a  few  more  Bicentennial  ideas  and  plans   tucked  up  their  sleeves,   which  I   ' 
hope  we  shall  hear  about  at  a   later  date. 

PETROLEUM  COUNTY  Rodeo  Club  and  Roping  Club  sponsored  a  nine-event  rodeo  on 
July  19  &  20,    1975.      The  rodeo  was  followed  by  an  old-fashioned  dance  at  the 
Flatwillow  Hall   on  July   19   to  celebrate  the  Bicentennial  with  some  good  old 
time  fun! 

PHILLIPS  COUNTY,   with  a  recently  organized  Bicentennial  committee,    has  plans 
to  build  a  darger  library,   and  convert  the  proeent  building  into  a  museum.      The 
present   library  was  built  on  the  Dale.  Carnegie  program,    so  it  will  be  quite  an 
appropriate  museum  site,   as  it  is  history   in  itself. 

POWDER  RIVER  COUNTY  had  a  very  sad  event  take  place  during  this  Bicentennial  era. 
We  express  our  sincere  sympathies  at  the  loss  of  Mr.  J.  Fred  Toman,  the  second- 
zn~command  of  the  Powder  River  County  Bicentennial  Committee.  Powder  River  was 
helping  host  the  wagon  train  from  Miles  City  on  July  27  to  A.ugust  1,  1975.  Bi- 
centennial Day  at  the  county  fair  was  August  19,  1975,  with  old  photo  displays, 
antzque  machinery,    etc. 

PRAIRIE  COUNTY  Bicentennial  Committee  helped  get  many   lasting  Bicentennial  projects 
undevway.^     The  old  hospital  has  been  converted  into   "Prairie  Manor",   a  home  for 
Senior  Citizens.      The  old  hank  building  in  Terry  is  being  used  to  start  a  museum, 
aiid  the  famous  Stith  outhouse  lias  been  moved  next  to  it.'    The  old  barik  building 
■in  Fallon  has  been  refurbished  and  is  now  the  Post  Office.      Another  project  the 
B-icentennial  Committee  has  initiated  is  hanging  the  pictures  of  the  first  county 
officials  in  the  County  Courthouse. 

RICHLAND  COUNTY,    the  first  Bicentennial  Community   in  Mo?itana,    listed  the  construc- 
tion of  an  amphitheatre  and  adjoining  park  as  one  of  their  Bicentennial  projects. 
A  commemorative  bikeway  is  also  on  their  roster  of  activities. 

ROOSEVELT  COUNTY  was  visited  by   the  U.S.   Armed  Forces  Bicentennial  Caravan  on 
August  5,    in  Wolf  Point.      The  county  has  hired  a  person  to  help  publish  a  photo 
book  on  Roosevelt  County.      The  book  will  contain  captions  and  short  histories  of 
the  era  surrounding  the  photographs.      The  Historical  Society  has  completed  cases 
for    a    historic  firearms  display. 
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ROSEBUD  COUNTY  held  a  Bicentennial  Art  Contest,   with  the  winnina  entry  being  made 
the  offtctal  B^centennial   logo  for  Rosebud  County.      The  Rosebud  County  Pioneers 
sponsored  a  pvoneer  -picnic  on  July   23,    1975.      The  county  fair  on  August  19-22  was 
dedzcated  to   the  Bicentennial.      On  August  27,   an  old-time  picnic  will  he  sponsored 
by  the  Young  Men's  Club.      They  will  also  sponsor  the  annuitl  threshing  bee  this   fall 
on  September  6  &   7.  ^  j 

In  SHERIDAN  COUNTY,    the  key   to  success  has  been  total  county-wide  involvement  and 
enthuszasm.      Each  community  is   thoroughly  represented  and.  active  at  each  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Bicentennial  committee.      The   list  of  over   70  projects   includes     " 
"Begznmng  of  Tomtorrow"  stationery,   placemats,    note-cards,   and  yiapkins.     Many 
other  activities  in  each  of  the  three   thematic  areas  have  received  county-wide 
help  and  involvement.      Keep  up   the  good  work! 

STILLWATER  COUNTY,    though  later  in  getting  started  than  most  of  the  counties,    has 
already  formulated  plans  for  some   long-lasting  Bicentennial  projects.      The  Farmer's 
Market,   which  will   take  place  on  designated  days  each  summer  is   like  an   "Old 
World  Market,"  with  garden  produce,   arts,    crafts,    etc.,    being  sold,    traded,   aM 
bartered.      Betty  Morsf.,    the  County  Bicentennial  Chairperson,   reported  on  the 
overwhelming  success  of  the  first  Farmer's  Market,   despite  the  intense  heat. 
Anotner  lasting  project  is   that  of  placing  street  markers  for  all   the  streets  iv 
Absarokee. 

SWEET  GRASS  COUNTY,   for  a  Bicentennial  project,    has  developed  a  calendar  for' 1976 
with  original  sketches  of  familiar   landmarks  around,  the  countii  being   featured  each 
month.      Pioneer  Days  was  held  in  City  Park  on  July  19,    1975.    '^ A   hsitori/  of  Sweet 
Crass  rural  schools  is  being  compiled,   and  the  different  churches  are  discussing 
the  possibility  of  compiling   their  own  histories  for  the  Bicentenn-Lal . 

TREASURE  COUNTY,   as  a  Bicentennial  Horizons  project,    has  completed  a  wading  pool 
%n  Eysham,   with  a  protective  fence  surrounding  it.     Many  people  h^ave  also  'been 
involved  in  writing  a  history  nf  Hysham  High  School,    to  he  published  soon.      We 
regret    that  Ruth  CariHngton,    the  chairperson  for   the  county   committee,    has  moved 
nt-ar  Washington,   DC.      She  has  assured  me   the  Mardell  Pedder,    who  will  assume  the 
chairmanship,   will  do  an  excellent  job,    however! 

VALLEY  COUNTY  has   the  youngest  Bicentennial  chairman  in  the  state,   maybe  the  whole  . 
nation.     Jack  Nickels  began  setting  up  a  Bicentennial  Committee  as  a  'senior  4-H 
Leadership  project.      The  committee   liked  his  work  so  well   that  they  voted  him  the 
permanent  chairman,   fresh  out  of  high  school.      In  late  July,    thev  began  setting 
up  a  Bicentennial  office  in  Glasgow.      They   have  already  been  responsible  for 
getting  over   70  projects  underway.      Are  ijou  shooting  for  one  hundred? 

WHEATLAND  COUNTY  Bicentennial   Committee  has  been  responsible  for  getting  the 
various  clubs  and  organizations  involved  with  different  projects.^'   An  old  train 
engine  has  been  placed  in   the  City  Park.      A  granite  marker  has  been  placed  to 
memorialize  the  pioneers  who  made  our   life  possible,   and  a  small  park  and  rest 
area  has  been  completed  next    to   the  hospital  for  those  visiting  relatives  and 
frzends.      These  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  projects   this  county  is  doing  to 
commemorate  the  Bicentennial . 

WIBAUX  COUNTY,   although   there   is  no  organized  Bicentennial  committee,    has  at  least 
one  Bicentennial  project   -'r,    the   making.      Mrs.    Ellis  Jones  of  Wihaxu^,    is   compiling 
a   local  history  of  the  count,,   ^ohich  she  hopes  will   he  printed    'n  1976.      The 
restoration  of  Pierre   Wibaux's  office  is  at  a  standstill   at    the  mou.cnt. 


YELLOWSTONE  COUNTY  Bicentennial   Commission  will  host   the  American  Freedomt  Train 
on  October   20-13,    1975.      Only   73,000  people  will-be  able  to  tour  the  Train  during 
its  four-day  stay,    so  get  your  ticket  reservations  in  as  ".arly  as  possible.      The 
tickets  cost  ^2  for  ad-ulis,    ^.    for  children  12  and.  under,    and  ^1  for  Sr.    Citizens 
who  are  65  or  older.      A  s^ateunde  festival  is  planned  around,  the  Train's  stay,   with 
exhibits  and  demonstrati  -ns  from  across   the  state  being  set  up.      Many  free  perform- 
ances will  be  available,    including   the  Moscow,    ID  Ballet,    Helena  Symphony  &  Chorus, 
Studio   Theatre  performance.    Anaconda  Boy's   Choir,    Billings  Symphony,    and  many,    many 
more.^      "Up  With  People"  wi '  I   b^-  sponsored  by   th-    YBr  cm  'August  29-30.    1975,    'in 
Billings.      Yellowstone   leads   the  state  in  the  number  of  Bi centennial  pr.^jects,   with 
ones  from  Laurel,.  Shepherd,   and  Huntley,    as  well   as  Billings.      Laurel  has   launched 
an  on-going  beautificat ion  project,   with  trees  being  planted  downtown  and  at  the 
City  Hall/Library  complex.      Huntley  has  established  an  agricultural  museum,   and 
Shepherd  ha.s  done  a   local    hist,  ry . 


INTERS  FOn  EASTERN  MONTANA  COUNTIES:      Josanne  Smathers,    Intern 

Montana  B-ioentennial  Administration 
104  N.    Broadway y   Room  426 
Billings,    Montana     592  01 

fiiny  questions^,   answers^    information^   or  problems  you  ha.ve^   please  call  me 
person-to-person  collect  at  this  number:      857-2556. 

WESTERN  COUNTIES: 


BEAVERHEAD  COUNTY  is  more  than  ready   to  celebrate   the  Bicentennial  with  over  sixty 
activities  already  planned.      Some  of  the  move  interesting  projects  and  activities 
include  their  Bicentennial  Membership  project^   which  is  now  in  effect  and  will 
continue   through  December^    1976.      Bicentennial  memberships  are  being  sold  by  the 
county  Bicentennial  committee  as  a  fund-raising,   participation,    and.  interest- 
raising  devise.     Members  will  receive   the  MBA  pin,   membership  card,    and  bumper 
sticker.      Preparation  of  a  Bicentennial  stamp  cachet  is  being  encouraged  in  hionor 
of  the   100th  anniversary  of  the  Centennial  Valley,    so  named  because  the  first  cattle 
drive  into  Montana  arrived  there  on  July  4,    1878,    during  the  celebration  of  our 
7'io.tion's  Centennial, 

Interest  toward  the  Bicentennial  has  taken  hold  in  BLAINE  COUNTY.      The  main  em.phasis 
has       centered       around     renovation  and  expanding   the  Blaine  County  Museum  in 
Chinook  and  working  to  untimately  publish  a  history  of  the  county,    entitling  it 
Great  Blai?ie.      They  are  also  pa.inting  the  fire  hydra?its  in  Chinook  red,   white,   and 
blue  to  create  more  Bicentennial  awareness . 

BROADWATER  COUNTY  is  working  on  expanding  and  updating   their  Library -Museum,    re- 
storing the  historic  Canton  Church  and  eventually  publishing  a   local  history  of 
the  county.      These  particular  projects  are  being  undertaken  in  an  effort   to 
encourage  a  better^  ai:areness  and  appreciation  of  the  cultural,    educational,    and. 
historical  values. 

CASCADE  COUNTY  is  one  of  the   leading  counties  in  planned  Bicentennial  activities, 
with  well  over  a  hundred  undex'way .      On  April   19,    Great  Falls  held,  a  pageant 
commemorating  the   200th  anniversary  of  the   "shot  heard    'round  the  world"  at  Gibson 
Park.      In  April  of  this  lear,    the   Industrial  Heritage  USA-Bicentennial  Exhibit, 
from  the  Henry  Ford  Museum,   was  featured  at  the  Holiday   Villa.ge.-    Planned  for 
September   12  in  Great  Falls  will  be  the  Miss  Great  Falls  scholarship  pageant, 
utilizing   the  Bic entennio.l  as  its   theme.      The  winner'  will  act  as  Bicentennial 
hostess  for  the  Great  Falls/Cascade  County  Bicentennial  Communitu  for  1975  and 
1978. 

CHOTEAU  COUNTY  has  already  gained  national  attention  and  recognition  for  its 
major  project  of  commissioning  Bob  Scriver  to  construct  a  memorial  statue  of 
Lewis  and  Clark  for  the  Bicentennial  at  Fort  Benton.      Financed  by   the  sale  of 
small^  bronze  replicas,   more  than  $400,000  has  been  raised  from   this  project  to 
serve  local  Bicentennial  projects.      In  June  of  1976,    the  statue  will  be  unveiled. 

There  is  much  excitment  over  the  Bicentennial  in  DEER  LODGE  COUNTY.      Among   the  many 
activities  already  planned,  is  the  Boys  Choir  of  Ananconda  Tour  of  the  State  from 
June  16-  to  August  6,    1976.      Dressed  in  Revolutionary  uniforms,    the  choir  will 
perform  patriotic  songs.      Tn  October  of  this  year,    they  are  scheduled  to  perform 
in  Billings  during  the  Freed.om  Train  Festi^val.     Another  worthwhile  project  will  be 
the  dedication  of  a  memorial  fountain  and  Liberty  Bell  at  the  Kemiedy  Commons 
in  Anaconda  on  July   4,    1976. 

FL'.ATHEAD  COUNTY  is  busy  with  Bicentennial  activities .      One  of  their  big  events 
which  took  place  over  the  4th  of  July  weekend,   was   the  Rendezvous  Celebration. 
Various  activities  relating  to   the  mountain  man  of  the  1800  's  were  the  major 
attractions.      It  is  hoped  to  make  this  an  annual  event. 

GALLATIN  COUNTY  has  become  one  of  the  most  actively  involved  counties  with 
regard  to   the  Bicentennial.      Already,    45  state  Bicentennial  flags  have  been 
purchased  and  are  flying  throughout  the  county.      On  the  4th  of  July,   a  county- 
wide  Independence  Day  Celebration  was  held  in  Bozeman  commemorating  the 
beginning  of  the  200th  year  of  our  Country .      Some   23  county  organizations  worked 
together  to  help  organize  and  prepare  for  the  celebration.      During   the  course 
of  1976,    numerous  Bicentennial  festivals  are  scheduled  to   to.ke  place  in  Three 
Forks,   ManJmttan,    Churchill,   and  Belgrade.      Wisdepread  community  involvement  is 
indeed  a  reality  in  Gallatin  County. 
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Enthusiasm  for  the  Bicentennial  has   taken  hold  in  GLACIER  COUNTY      A  week   Zona 
county-wvde  Bicentennial  Celebvation  took  place  in  August  of  1975,   which  included 
a  buffalo  barbeque,   and  arts  &  arafts  festival,   and  a  music  and  dance  festival 
One  of  the  proposed  projects  of  the  county  is   the  establhhnent  of  an  Oil  Field 
Muse-um,   whvch  would  include  such  exhibits  as  old  photos,   art  and  clothing.      An 
erghty-foot  ovl  derrick  used  during  the  1930's  will  be   the  main  attraction. 

Widespread  community  interest  in  the  Bicentennial  has   taken  hold  in  GRANITE 
COUNTI.     Amond  the  many  activities  planned  for  this  sunmer  was  the  Flint  Creek 
Valley  Days  Festival  in  Philipsburg  on  August  2-2.      In  commemorating  the  Bi- 
oentenmal,    it  utilized  the  theme,    "Yesterday,    Today,   and.  Tomorrow"  for  its 
parade.      Since  March,    the   "Philipsburg  Mail"  has  featured  weekly  historical 
pnotographs  of  the  county  entitled   "Bicentennial  People  Panorama." 

Bicentennial  activity  has  'been  a  reality  in  HILL  COUNTY  for  quite  some   time 
Many  activities  have  been  planned  honoring  our  Nation's  birthday       Two  big 
projects  thus  far  have  been  the  building  of  a  Buffalo  Museum  and  a  sculpturinq 
of  Rocky  Boy  by  William  Robertson  with  the  idea  of  utilizing  profits   for   local 
Bicentennial  projects. 

Interest  toward  the  Bicentennial  in  JEFFERSON  COUNTY  has  been  slow  to  date     but 
It  IS  hoped  that  in  the  insuing  months   that  interest  and  activity  will  pick  up 
On  March  15,    Whitehall  held  their  annual  Foreman's  Ball  and  Commemorated  the 
Bicentennial . 

Horizons  projects  have  been  the   top  priority  in  JUDITH  BASIN  COUNTY  in  the 
commemoration  of  the  Bicentennial.      Stanford  is  working  toward  building  a 
swimming  pool,   a  city  park,   a?Td  recreational  area  complete  with  a  youth  c-mter 
while  Geyser  has  planned  to  make  improvements  on  their  Community  Hall. 

In  planning  its  activities  for  the  Bicentennial,   LAKE  COUNTY  has  do?ie  well   in 
utilizing  all   three   themes  of  the  Bicentennial.      Poison  plans   to  add  an  hi-tovical 
corner  to  their  public   library,   while  Arlee  proposes   to  put  up  road  signs  with 
historic  names  in  an  effort  to  add  to  the  overall  safety,   pride,   and  historical 
awareness^  of  the  area.      On  July   26,    Lake  County  had  i  bs  county -wide  Bicentennial 
celebration  at  Ronan. 

With  a  broad  spectrwn  of  community  organizations  well  represented,   a  variety  of 
activities  are  planned  in  LEWIS  S  CLARK  COUNTY  for   the  cormemoration  of  the  Bi- 
centennial.     In  Lincoln,   plans  have  been  made  to  construct  a  community  recreation 
center,   while  Augusta  has  proposed     to  build  a  Youth  Center.      Since  the  smmer 
of  1974,   Helena  has  h^ld  a  Bicentennial  Fair  and  plans   to  do   the  same  in  1976 
The  Bicentennial  was   the  major   theme  used  for  the   Vigilante  Parade  held  May   9 
in  Helena  and  will  be  again  in  1976.      The  Lewis  &  Clark     Bicentennial  Cormittee 
offered  a  prize  to  the  best  Bicentennial  float. 

Bicentennial  awareness  is  high  in  LIBERTY  COUNTY.      A   history  of  the  pioneers  of 
the  county  entitled.    Our  Heritage  in  Liberty,    is  being   written.      The  Girl   Scouts 
of  the  county  are  making  scale  models  of  the  main  streets  of  some  of  the  communities 
in  tne  county  as  they  appeared  between  1910-1920.      An  old  Catholic  church  is  going 
to  be  restored  and  used  as  an  area  art  center.      On  June  12-13,    1976,    the  county 
will  honor  the  Bicetnennial  with  a   "Festival  Days"  celebration. 

LINCOLN  COUNTY  is  doing  their  share  among  the  counties  in  celebrating  fur  the 
Bicentennial.      The  Tahacco   Valley  Improvement  Association  is  remodeling  and  will 
continue  to  maintain  an  Historical   Village  in  Eureka.     Many  of  the  storefronts 
on  Eureka's  main  street  will  be  remodeled  to  resemble  the   lumber  and  ranch  tupe 
community   typical  of  the  area  in  the  1900' s.      Another  interesting  project  will   he 
a  student  canoe  trip  down  a  110-mile  stretch  of  the  Missouri  in  'an  effort   to  re- 
trace part  of  the  route   taken  by  Lewis   &  Clark. 

Widespread  community  involvem^ent  along  with  some  60  activities  to  account  for 
make  MADISON  COUNTY  one  of  the  most  Bicentennially  active  counties   in  the  state. 
On  April  18th,   Madison  Comity   kicked  off  the  Bicentennial  with  a  Paul  Revere 
Ride  Cormeration .      Among  thr-  many  interesthig  activities  planned  are  a  history 
on  Madison  County  from   1840   to   1920,    entitled  Pioneer  Trails  and  Trials       A      ^ 
cattle  train  shipment  in  the  fall  from  Alder  t'^  Columbus,    Nebraska,    adorer  Used 
Madison  County's  Bicentennial  celebration  on  July   26-27  this  summer.      Twin  Bridges 
will  hold  a   "Little  Buchnroo  Rodeo",    featuring  ohiUren  between   7  and  14,    under 
5 '4''  and  120  pounds. 
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In  MEAGHER  COUNTYj    raajoT  attention  has  been  given  to   vhe  ppstor-atio-n  of  the  Castle 
Museum  as  a  Bioentennial  project.      On  July  4,    1973,    Vhite  Sulpher  Springs  held  a 
giant  Bieentf.nnial  celebration  which  featured  a  western  papade,   games,    contests, 
a  barbeque..   c:  street  dance  and  free  fireworks. 

To  Ciommemorate  the  Bicentennial,    thti  city  of  Conrad  dedic-it.ed  10  acres  of  land  to 
the  POiWEEA   CO'JM'Y  Bicentennial  Committee  for  the  building  of  i  historical  musuem. 
A  big  Horizons  project  will   be   the  building  of  a  roads '-de  re.-t  area  on  the  Conrad 
to  Dupuyer  highway.      The  g"Oernment  has  donated  a  missile  .^hich  will  be  eJHiated.  at 
the  rest  area. 

i'OWELL  COUNTY  high  school  students  commemorated  our  No 'ion'-'-  birthday  by  having  a 
Bicentennial  Day  observance  on  April   18th.      The  halls  were    If-'orated  red,    white, 
and  blue.      Patriotic  music  was  featured  over  the  P. A.    system     while  numerous  bulletin 
boards  displayed  traditional  symbols  of  American  Independent i-^.      Plans  for  two  worth- 
while projects  of  permanent  significance  are  1)    to  renovate   ^he  Powell  County  Museum 
and  2)    to  acquire  the  old  State  Prison  i.n  Beer  lodge  and  conoert   it  into  a  community 
center. 

RAVALLI  county's  big  priject  is   the  construction  of  a   ^ eevt-e  burner-  for  use  as  a 
museum:      On  Aaigust  20,    Stevensville  honored  the  Bicentp.nnial   'oith  a  buffalo  Bar-B-Q. 

Jn  SANDERS  COUNTY,    histories  of  both  Hot  Springs  and  Paradise  are  being  written  in 
observance  of  the  Bicentennial.      In  June,    Hot  Springs  helr^   their  annual  Homesteader 
Celebration  using  the  Bicentennial  as  the   theme.      On  Labor  Day,    there  y:ill  be  a 
county-y)ide  Bi-centennial  celebration  when  Plains  plays  host   to   the  annual  Sanders 
County  Fair. 

Nujnerous  Bicentennial  activities  have  beeji  planned  in  SIL'JhR  BOVl  COUNTY.      An  Old 
Timer  history   is  being  done  along  with  an  illustrated  cooiP:\)ol'  of  recipes  from 
Butte  ethnic  groups.      A  Butte  Copper  Caravan  will   travel   t      hillings  in  October 
to  be  on  display  during  the  Freedom  Traiyi  Festival.      Earlier  this  year,    the  Butte 
Arts  Council   held  a  Bicentennial  Art  Show  using   the  theme,    "Butte    Is  A  Found  Thing. " 

County-wide  community  involvement   toward  the  Bicentennial    is   strong  in  TETON  COUNTY. 
The  first  county  Bicentennial  celebration  was  held  in  March  in  Collins.      July   19  has 
been  designated  as  Bicentennial  Agricultural  Day  whereas  /iugust  31   S  Septemiber  1  have 
been  designated  as  a  two-d.ay  Labor  Day  Festival  for  the  Bicentennial .      On  Sept.    27, 
the  oldest  natives  of  Teton  County  will  be  honored  in  -in  annual  celebration  in 
Choteau.      A  big  project   to  commemorate  the  Bicentennial  will  be   the  writing  of  a 
county  history  by  Olga  Monk/nan. 

A  variety  of  Bicentennial  activities  are  taking  place  in  TOOLE  COUNTY.      A  major 
Bicentennial  project  for  the  county  is   to  purchase  a  replica  of  the  Liberty  Bell 
and  place  it  on  the  courthouse   lawn  as  a   tribute  to  the   200th  anniversary  of  our 
Natio-n.      All  parades  for  the  next   two  years  will  utiliF.e   the  Bicentennial  for  their 
them,es . 

INTERN  FOR  WESTERN  MONTANA  COUNTIES:     Michael  E.    Neuman,    Intern 

Montana  Bicentennial   Administration 
Box  1776,    Capitol  Stai.ion 
Helena,   Montana     59601 

Any  questions  or  problems,   please  call  person-to-person  collect  at:    449-3384 

A  WORD  ABOUT  INTERNS. . .Jo sanne  And  Mike  are   the  two  interns  for  Montana.      They 
are  to  serve  as  resource  persons  for  their  areas.      If  a  problem  or  question 
com^es,   please  feel  free   to  consi^lt  them.      They  want  to  help  you  as  an  individual 
county  or  community,    striving  to  help  solve  your  problem.s   in  a.  personaV  way. 

A     *:      :k     *:      :i-      :>:      :k      ^,      Y     -g    Y-,     Y  IMPORTANT  l^QrpjQ-g*::'::'^^**:*^.      A*=hf:f< 

DEADLINE  FOR  MONTANA  BICENTENNIAL  CALENDAR  DATES  IS  SEPTEMBER  IS,    197 S.      This  is  so 
the  calendar  may  be  submitted  to  the  printer's  in  time   to  be  on  sale  by  January,     '76. 

V, 

Any  firm,  dates  for  1976  for  Bicenitennial  activities,    please  send  them  in  NOW!!! 


STATE     NEWS 
EVERY  CHILD  BY    '76: 

This  year  an  Irmunizat ion  Task  Force  has  been  formed  by  First  Lady  Carol  Judge 
in  Montana  to  implement,    in  cooperation  with  the  Montana  Immunization  Program 
of  the  Department  of  B.ealth   &  Environmental   Sciences  and  Montana  Bicentennial 
Administration,   a  special  immunization  prog  eat.      The  theme  iwll  be  EVERY  CHILD 
BY    '76,    and  will  be  coordinated  with  Immunization  Action  Month   (lAM)   in  October 
of  1975.      The  emphasis  will  be  on  Montana  children  below  age  12. 

The  overall  objective  of  the  EVERY  CHILD  BY  '76  campaign  is  to  achieve  and 
maintain  high  immunity  levels  in  populations  at  greater  risk,  particularly 
preschool  children,  against  measles,  rubella,  polio,  diptheria,  pertussis, 
a-nd  tetanus. 

All  Bicentennial  committees  are  urged  to  support  this  program.      It  would  make 
an  ideal  Horizons  project,    one  that  would  be  remembered  for  many  years   to  come. 
"An  ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure.  " 

Contact  the  PTA  health  chairperson  in  your  school  for  details  on  how  to  help. 
If  you  have  further  questions,   please  contact   the  MBA. 

A   WARM  WELCOME  AND  A   HEARTY   THANK   YOU 
THE   STAFF  OF   THE  MONTANA   BICENTENNIAL  ADMINISTRATION  WOULD   LIKE   TO   WELCOME  ALL 
NEW  ADVISORY  COUNCIL  MEMBERS    TO   THE   BOARD. 

WE   WOULD  ALSO   LIKE    TO    TAKE    THIS   OPPORTUNITY    TO    THANK  ALL   RETURNING   MEMBERS   FOR 
THEIR   FAITHFUL   SERVICE   LAST   YEAR.       IT   IS   PEOPLE   LIKE    YOU   THAT  HAVE   MADE   THE 
BICENTENNIAL   ERA   SO  MUCH   A   PART  OF  MONTANA   LIFE   IN   1975. 

WE  ARE   CERTAIN   THAT  EVEN   GREATER   THINGS   WILL   HAPPEN   IN   1976.       THANK  YOU  FOR   YOUR 
PART  IN  HELPING   PLAN  MONTANA'S   CELEBRATION  OF  OUR   NATION'S    200TH  BIRTHDAY'.'.'.'.'. 

NATIONAL  BICEiWENNIAL  PROGRAMS  : 

NATIONAL   VFW  LADIES  AUXILIARY  PROJECT: 

Felix  DeWeldon,    internationally  know  sculptor,   will  create  a  3-story  high, 
3~sided,    pyramid  morment,    topped  by  a  bronze    "TORCH  OF  LIBERTY",    memorializing 
the  services  and  scr-vi,fiaes  of  all  Americans,   both  men  and  women,   who  hive  at  ' 
one   time  or  another  participated  in  our  Nation's  armed  conflicts.      The  dedication 
date  will  be  in  Washington,   DC  in  August  of  1976. 

;+  ;v  ^  >t  >t  ^  -■<■  ^  ;(■>(■:<•  H-  i-  X-  *_r  fjj   p  ,'1  /3  y^  ^  j|^  jt;*  jt  ^  Jt  .+  j(-  *  ^  -'t  ;t  ;t  ^  X-  H-  <  *  X-  ;(■ 

DO  NOT  FORGET  THAT  MOIWANA  BICENTENNIAL  COMMUNITY  OR  COUNTY  HIGHWAY  SIGNS  ARE  NOW 
AVAILABLE.  THE  HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT  HAS  AGREED  TO  PAY  3/4  OF  THE  COST  OF  EACH  SIGN 
ERECTED  ON  THE  HIGHWAYS.  THE  TOTAL  COST  TO  THE  COUNTIES  IS  ONLY  $100  PER  SIGN!!! 
THINK  IT  OVER. . . .ORDER  SOON  FROM  THE  MBA. 


RSVP  PBOGRAM; 

All  Bioentennial  offices  or  committees  should  he  eiicouvaged  to  contact  their  local 
RSVP  Office  to  request  volunteers   to  assist  them  in  any  way  necessary   to  their 
operation.      Several  AREA   Offices  are  utilizing  RSVP  volunteers  and  are  quite 
pleased  with  the  arrangement.      Yellowstone  County  Bicentennial  Office  uses  RSVP 
helpers   to  man  their  office,   answer  the   telephone^   address  envelopes:,   or  any- 
thing that  comes  which,  they  are  capable  of  handling. 

Deean  Leckie,    Yellowstone  Bicentennial  Commission  cahirman  states,    "It  wouldn't 
be  possible   to  run  our  offices  without  them!" 

Contact  the  Montana  Bicentennial  Administration  offices  for  the  RSVP  Center  thx(.t 
is  nearest  you.      Of  course,    the  is  NO  charge  for  the  volunteer  service.      The  only 
requirement  is   that  the  volunteer  be  given  a  meaningful  assignment. 

U.S..    SISTER  CITY  PROGRAM: 

Sister  Cities  International  offers  opportunities  for  a  U.S.    city   to  become  a 
sister  to.  a  similar  city  abroad.      The  cities  should  be  selected  according   to 
like  geographic  conditions,   populations,    etc.      This  is  a  creative  force  for 
international  cooperation  and.  understanding  through  citizen  involvement  and 
communi by  participation . 

Further  information  and  a   list  of  potentiMl  sister  city  candidates  may  be 
obtained  by  writing  this  address: 

Sister  Cities   Interna.tional 
Suite   206,    City  Building 
1612  K  Street,"  N.W. 
Washington,    DC     20006 

BICENTENNIAL  JUNIOR  COMMITTEES  OF  CORRESPONDENCE : 

Co-aponsored  by   the  Postal  Service,    the  American  Revolution  Bicentennial  Admini- 
stration,  and  the  National  Association  of  Elememtary  School   Principals,    the  Bi- 
centennial Junior  Committees  of  Correspondence  is  designed  to  -enoourag-^'  stu.d.ents 
to  participate  in  Bicentennial  activities  and  to  share   their  experiences   through 
correspondence . 

Inspired  by   the  Colonial  Committees  of  Correspondence  formed  from  1764   to   1776, 
by  the   "Sons  of  Liberty"  and  patriots  such  as  Samuel  Adams,    the  Junior  Committees 
will  emulate  the  primary  method  of  communication- -letter  writing — used  by   the 
Colonists   to  fan  the  scattered  sparks  of  independ.ence. 

JANE  ADDAMS  PAPERS: 

The  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities    (NEH)   has  awarded  a  giwit  of  up  to 
$85,969  to   the  University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago  Circle  for   the  microfilming  and. 
editing  of  the  papers  of  Jane  Addams,   a  co-founder  of  the  social  settlement, 
Hull-Rouse,   and  a   leader  in  the  reform  movement  of  the  early   19th  Century. 

The  final  result  of  the  project  will  be  the  publication  on  microfilm  of  all  of 
Miss  Addams'  papers.      This  will  make  a  vast  amount  of  information  of  the  reform 
movement  in  America  available   to  scholars  and  students  for  the  firlst  time. 

A  number  of  other  famous  women,  including  Jane  Addams'  Hull-House  associate, 
Alice  Hamilton,  will  be  the  subject  of  a  series  of  26  television  films  being 
planned  and  produced  by  the  Greater  Boston  Women's  Center  with  the  helv  of  a 
$55,000  grant  from  the"  NEH,    also. 

The  films,   which  are  planned  as  a  part  of  the  Bicentennial  celebration,    will  be 
made  available  to  Public  Television  and  will  be  distributed  to  universities, 
secondary  schools,   museums,   and  women's  centers. 
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VISUAL  DOCUMNETATION  OF  AMERICAN  ART:      THE  NATION'  CAPITOL: 

To  enable  America  's  artistia  heritage  to  become  move  widely  known  and  appreciated, 
a  project  entitled  VISUAL  DOCUMENTATION  OF  AMERICA'S  ART:      THE  NATION'S  CAPITOL 
will  be  funded  by  a  $50,000  grant  from  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities. 

The  project  is  being  coordinated  by  the  Dunlap  Society  ,     and  will  develop  a 
complete  visual  record  of  a  select  number  of  major  buildings  in  Washinxfton,   DC. 

Plans  are  being  made  that  will  allow  groups,    such  as   local  Bicentennial  Committees, 
to  join  with  The  Dunlap  Society   to  record  the  works  of  art  in  their  geographical 
areas  so  that  the  visual  d.ocumentation  program  will  be    truly    national  in  scope. 

Inquiries  should  be  sent  to:     Dr.    Bates  Dowry 

Department  of  Visual  Arts 
Univevisty  of  Massachusetts 
Boston,   Massachusetts     02125 

AMERICAN  ISSUES  FORUM: 

This  nation-wide  program  will  allow  AmerioarB across   the  nation  to  discuss  the 
same  truths  and  principles  in  their  own  localities  during  the  same  weeks  as 
others.     The  program  will  be  handled  through  the  schools  and  local  newspapers. 

Walter  Cronkite  master-minded  the  idea  of  weekly   topics   to  be  discussed  during 
the  Bicentennial  era.      The  purpose  is  to  get  Americans   to  think  about  basic 
values  and  how  they  relate  to  our   lives. 

Contact  your   local  school  principals  and  editors  for  further  information,    or 
get  in  touch       with  the  MBA  offices  if  your  school  or  paper  has  not  yet  heard 
of  the  program. 

This  should  be  an  interesting  approach,    because  it  calls  for  local  supervision 
and  discussion — what  applies  to  YOU! 

PLEASE  DO  NOT  FORGET  TEE  CALENDAR  DEADLINE  OF  SEPTEMBER  15,    1975. 


now  ABOUT  EVERY  SCHOOL   FLYING   THE  BICENTENNIAL   FLAG? 
GET   YOUR  BUSINESSMEN   TO   BUY   THE   FLAG  AND   FLY  IT  FROM  NOW   THROUGH   1976. 


Any  news   the   local  Bioenteyrnia.1  committees  would   like  submiitted  in  the  next  news- 
letter,  please  send  to  your  interns;     Josanne  for  the  eastern  counties 

Michael  for  the  western  counties 


THANK  YOU 
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